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West Valley English 10H: Summer Assignments 2019 
Instructor: Beth Sprankle 

“But it isn’t easy,” said Pooh. “Because Poetry and Hums aren’t things which you get; they’re things which get 
you. And all you can do is to go where they can find you.” —The House at Pooh Corner 
 

Foundational Beliefs  
 

1. Growth does not come without consistent 
practice and acceptance of constructive 
criticism.  
 

2. Critical thinking and analysis enhance a 
person’s understanding of complex ideas.   

 

3. Personal responsibility is an essential skill 
for success.  

 
4. Literature, essays, creative non-fiction, and 

informational texts help us to analyze human 
nature and our responses to challenging and 
complex realities.  
 

Summer Texts: 
• John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath. Owning a copy of the text you can write in will serve you well. If you 
choose not to purchase a copy, you can also find this novel at the local libraries.  
 
• A World of Ideas: Essential Readings for College Writers Eighth Edition (It has a yellow cover. The Ninth 

Edition is much more expensive and does not have all of the essays we will use). The ISBN # is ISBN-10: 
0312385331. Used copies of this text are available through Amazon. We will be using this text as a resource 
throughout the year.  
 

Summer Assignment: 
 
1. Actively read both the introduction to each essay, by Lee Jacobus, and the essays themselves.   
 

• Emerson’s “Self-Reliance” (255-269)    
• Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience” (173-200)  
• Leopold’s “The Land Ethic” (745-766)  
• Stanton’s “Declaration of Sentiments” (201- 

  210) 
 

 
• Smith’s “Of The Natural Progress of 

Opulence” (347-358)    
• Carnegie’s “The Gospel of Wealth” (387- 

404)  
• Galbraith’s “The Position of Poverty” (405- 

418)

 
2.  Actively read The Grapes of Wrath.  Consider which character or sets of characters best represent each of the 
four prominent topics in the novel.   
 

• economic responsibility (Smith, Carnegie, 
Galbraith, Leopold)    

• social responsibility (Smith, Carnegie, 
Galbraith, Emerson, Thoreau, Stanton)    

• government responsibility (Galbraith, 
Emerson, Thoreau, Leopold, Stanton)    

• environmental responsibility (Smith, 
Leopold)  

 
 
3. Selecting from the following prompt ideas, write a letter that connects the ideas in the novel to the ideas of a 
philosopher.    

Prompt Ideas to Address in the Letters  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0525444440/ref=as_li_tf_il?ie=UTF8&tag=boorio-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399349&creativeASIN=0525444440
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These prompts are derived from Advanced Placement Literature Tests 
 
A. Choose a philosopher from among the seven you read.  Choose a character in the novel who 
experiences a social, political, economic, or environmental dilemma that relates to that 
philosopher’s perspective.  Write a letter from the philosopher to the character.  Let the 
philosopher explain how s/he sees the standards of the character’s society impacting the 
character and his/her responses.  Let the philosopher inform the character of how his/her 
responses are impacting the larger society.  Let the philosopher use his/her ideas to interpret the 
character’s actions in ways the character may not recognize alone. 
 
B. In retrospect, the reader often recognizes that an early chapter of a novel introduces some of 
the major themes of the work.  Identify an early chapter in the novel that, in retrospect, you now 
consider significant.  Pair a philosopher and a character from the novel.  Script a conversation 
between the two.  Let them discuss the significance of this chapter and how the chapter deepens 
the philosopher’s ideas and a major theme in the novel. 
 
C. An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes. In the view of some 
critics, a work that does not provide the pleasure of significant closure has terminated with an 
artistic fault. A satisfactory ending is not, however, always conclusive in every sense; significant 
closure may require the reader to abide with or adjust to ambiguity and uncertainty. Choose a 
character from the novel.  Write a letter from that character to one philosopher whose ideas are 
challenged, affirmed, or inconclusive in the novel’s ending.  Let the character explain to the 
philosopher precisely how and why the ending applies the philosopher’s ideas, and whether it 
concludes appropriately or inappropriately as a result. 
 
D.  A recurring topic in literature is the archetypal tension between one’s passion and one’s 
responsibility.  For instance, a personal cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to 
redress a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict with moral duty. Choose a 
character from the novel who confronts the demands of a private passion that conflicts with his 
or her responsibilities. Choose a philosopher whose ideas make sense or give shape to that 
tension.  Script a conversation between the philosopher and the character.  Let the character ask 
for guidance, and let the philosopher give advice based in his/her ideas.   
 
E. In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake. Choose a character who 
confronts a scene of violence.  Choose a philosopher whose ideas make sense or give shape to that 
violence.  Write a letter from the philosopher to the character.  Let the philosopher explain what 
the meaning of the violence in ways the character might not understand alone.  Let the 
philosopher suggest how the violence contributes to the meaning of the novel as a whole. 
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Letter: Single-Point Rubric 

Printed Copy of Letter Due: The Beginning of the First Day of Class 
Concerns 

Areas that Need 
Improvement 

Criteria 
Standards for This Performance 

Advanced 
Evidence of Exceeding 

Standards 

 Criteria #1: Visual Element 
• Contributes to readers’ understanding of your assertions. 
• Contributes to readers’ understanding of your explanations. 
• Is thoughtfully integrated.  

 

 Criteria #2: Letter Format 
• Salutation 
• Body of the Letter 
• Complimentary Close 

 

 Criteria #3: Proof from the Novel 
Demonstrates:  

• A thoughtful selection of quoted evidence to support your interpretation of 
Steinbeck’s ideas. 

• A connection to a prompt. 
• A sufficient amount from across the entire novel. 
• Attention to shortening and wrapping evidence into your sentences. 
• Accurately cited page numbers. 

 

 Criteria #4: Proof from the Philosophical Essay 
Demonstrates:  

• A thoughtful selection to quoted evidence to support your interpretation of the 
philosopher’s ideas. 

• A connection to a prompt. 
• A sufficient amount from across the entire essay. 
• Attention to shortening and wrapping evidence into your sentences. 
• Accurately cited page numbers. 

 

 Criteria #4: Explanation 
• Explains how the proof relates to a prompt. 
• Analyzes evidence by using rhetorical strategies associated with problem-

solution, cause-effect, and compare-contrast.  
• Evaluates the relationship between the philosopher’s ideas and the character’s 

experiences. 

 
 
 
 

 Criteria #5: Publication Ready 
• Submitted on time. 
• Is typed. 
• Demonstrates attention to artistic quality & appeal. 
• Uses correct grammar, punctuation, & spelling. 
• Is complete and unified (all parts look as if they belong together). 

 

 

0 – 19 points 20-22 points 23-25 points 
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